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THE IfECESSITY of EDUCATION- -

Tffour articleoi last issue.'under
the above- - head, we pointed out
some facts which seem to have
aroused the indignation of some
of our foreign-bor- n citizens. We
take not back what we have said,
on the contrary, we repeat again
there are men who land upon our
shores who are "brutally ignor-
ant." But we erred in one thing,
and that is in not mentioning the
fact that many aye, a great many
of our native born Americans are
so brutally ignoiant as not to
know their own language. There-
fore the necessity of a compulsory
system of education is needed in
this country, not alone to force in-

telligence into ihe minds of th6
children of foreigners who have
made this their home, but also our
own offsprings.

Notwithstanding the number
and variety of schools public, pri-

vate, elementary and higher
grades and the consequent gen-
eral education of our people, there
are now, as there have been, vast
numbers who cannot read and
write. The United States census
for 1860 shows the number of
white persons, over the age of 20

years, unable to read and write,
to be 3,126,575. If we add to this
number 91 ,736 free colored illiter-
ate adults, and 1,653,800 adult
slaves, now free, we have the
alarming aggregate of 2,872,111,

or nearly 3,000,000 of our adult
population, to say nothing of the
young persons who are growing
up in ignorance (over three mil-

lions in number), are reported as
wholly ignorant beasts of bur-

den.
Our illiterate are, most of them,

we are sorry to say, nrtiveborn.
In I860, according to the census,
there were, of our illiterate adults,
hut 346,893 of foreign birth, while
there were 871,418 native born.

In connection with the above
figures, we extract the following
from the annual report of the
Commissioner of Education:

Prom such facts as this,
and from careful comparisons of
the census reports of the several
States, and for the several years
1840, 1850 and 1860, there can be
no doubt that th(3 figures of the
census may be relied on as much
below the painful truth.

But there is a further view to be

taken omthe question. There are
large numbers of persons vhoca
freaa.a Jittler; but who readjtsoim- -
,perfectly-- , and With such hesita-tionan- d

difficulty, that tlteyjjb
"not read at all. They av& prac-
tically, if not absolutely, illiterate.
There are-man- y words thafron'ac-count- of

our irregular and difficult
spelling they cannot understand,
and many .more that they make
out slowly and with grearMiffi-cult- y.

The attempt to read is to
them so profitless, so dull, and so
laborious, that they give it up,
and make little or no use of books
and newspapers.

We only depict the true' state of

our feelings when we say that we
are heartfelt sorry that any por-

tion of our community, of foreign
birth, should deem that the ar-

ticle published in our last issue
was an attack upon their state of
civilization or the institutions of
their father-lan-d. The idea we
rneant to communicate was simply
that our present system of educa-

tion is inadequate, and that the
compulsory system, if generally
adopted, would not only enhance
the value of American institu-
tions, but would operate as a pre-

server of those institutions. We
did not mean that foreigners or
their progeny wTere the only per-

sons in need of this reformation,
but that all would be benefited by
the adoption of such a system. If
any person or persons descry any-

thing erroneous or culpable in the
article alluded to, we can only ask
them to circumscribe or confine
the origin to the head, and not at-

tribute it to the heart.

Juries and the Challenge System.

The absurdity of the existing
rules for the selection of juries is
again illustrated by the proceed-
ings in the Stokes trial, at New
York. The second panel of jurors
has been exhausted, and but four
have been accepted. In the last
panel the defense challenged

thirty times. At this
rate it may take until next Chist-ma- s

to obtain a jury; yet though
it is apparent that- this delay is a
part of the plan of defense, and in
tended to defeat justice, the Court
must submit to it. In such cases
the greater the notoriety of the
crime the more diflcult is it to se
cure a jury, for in a city like New
York, where the daily papers are
read by nearly every person of

average intelligence,there must be
abundantopportunityforchalleges
on the score of prejudice. The rule
followed usually is that if the ju
ror admits having read the ac-

counts the crime in the papers,
whether or no he has formed an

pinion on f&uch veptfrfsi he is
tchallenged. jAs ay matter of fact.
uoiperson of sufficientiintell igence
to'serveion the jury in silclracase
as that of Stokes can havo failed
to read thepapers.-and'few'prob- a

bly have failed to form an opinion.
Here, again, the absurdity and
unreason of the system appears;
for it is assumed, under it, that no
person who has come to an opinion
from reading a newspaper report
of a crime can weigh the evidence
impartially, and a true verdict
render. This is the merest non
sense, but in fact it would seem
that the cus om had been framed
expressly for the benefit of crim
inals, and. against the interests of
justice. The logical result of it is
to secure the impaneling of the
most abjectly stupid and unintel
ligent jury that can be weeded out
of half a dozen panels. The object
of such action is plain. The coun-
sel for the defense, when they
have a specially bad case to de-

fend, cannot hope to cajole an in-

telligent jury, but they may pull
wool over the eyes of such a set of
blockheads as can be gathered
from that small minority who
never read the papers. There can
be no pretence of guarding the de-

fendant against sinister influences,
for such points are always guarded
by the peremptory challenge, and
the jury is certain, in any event,
to be selected from persons who
are wholly indifferent to the
criminal.

It is impossible to adduce a sin-

gle valid reason in defense of this
practice. It is in effect a wresting
of the plain letter of the law from
its true intent, in the interest of
the criminal, and its sole tendency
is to delay, and to defeat, justice.
It is a disgraceful anomaly that in
this age we should so senselessly

submit to a practice which results
in placing the trial .of the most
heinous offenders in the hands of
the least intelligent, and possibly
the least honest, portion of the
community. We say least honest,
because it is obvious that the
friends of the prisoner may get on

the jury by swearing that they
know nothing of the case, and
have not seen any account of it in
the papers. This Stokes case is a
striking test of the principle in-

volved, and we hopethat the in
justice of the practice as presented
in it, may draw public attention
to the question, and lead to an
amendment of the law in this re
gard. The public will perceive that
here a practice ostensibly devised
for the furtherance of the ends of

justice, roally eperateTiii the con
trary direction! andjfenables the
criminalto delay tbe?lrial, and To

increase tlie odcls of acquittal in
proportion to the stupidity of the
jury-.- It may. be possible in trivial
,cases to secure competent panels
under this system, but it Is certain
that'ifinvolves an' increasing in-

competence in the jurors as the
character of the crime, and its no-

toriety, ascends in magnitude.
Every man in New York, of
course, knows just how Jas. Fisk,
Jr., was killed, so far ss the papers
could tell them, and therefore,
according to this rule, every man
in New York is disabled from serv-
ing on the jury. The possession
of ordinary intelligence is, in fact,
sufficient to debar any man from
trying a criminal, and thus it not
seldom happens that offenders are
tried by their literal "peers"
namely, by other criminals. How
justice is affected it is not neces
sary to point out. A reference to
the criminal calendar of New York
will speedily settle that question.

Sac. Record.

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS .

N O T U E

The undersigned will pay sums
as follows on allowed bills against
the estate of John Kilbride, de-
ceased, as per order of Probate
Court, Yuma county; the same
being the last payment, and 68
per cent, on whole amount of in-
debtedness:

Wm. King, $7.91; J. Doton,
$19.25; D. Neahr, $29.78; D. O'Con-
nor, $19.60; H. Hudson, $16.95;
Wm. Larkin, S3.02; estate J. W.
Jones, $13.05; J. W. Price, $16.32;
S. Hughes, $11.85; Hall Hanlon,
$2.85; H., W. & Co., $25.77; L.
Jones, $13.55; H. G.'Extell. $3.03;
H. Swift, Slil.68; J . Losteilo, S1U.U8.

C. W. C. RO WELL,
for Administrator.

OR SALE"P
Two desirable and well located'

Houses and Lots, situated in Ari
zona City. Apply to

.DAVID NEAHR,
Corner First and Main streets,

Arizona City. jlyG 1m

TgENJAMIN HAYES,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law,

San Diego,

Office, cor. of the Plaza, Old Town.

jly6J

Cal.

DATES & CO..
KEAIi ESTATE AGENTS. 3m

0 TN E

The undersigned, having pur-
chased SAM'S RESTAURANT,
on Main street, beg leave to in-

form the public that they will run
that popular establishment day
and night, where meals can be
had.at all hours. The table will
always be supplied with the best
the market affords.

JOSEPH CHANG,
THOMAS MEET.


